
 6-3-04:  Driving home from an out-of-town trip tonight the sky turned dark and 
ominous.  I was in a vehicle that had only an AM/FM radio so I tuned across the 
AM dial to find a weather report.  The two stations that claim to be "news and 
information" - KPRC and KTRH - were no help.  One was running a nationally 
syndicated soapbox talk show while the other was broadcasting the Astros.  I 
listened to both hoping one would break with a weather report.  Neither one did.   
It turned out that the weather was extremely bad, with downed power lines in 
parts of town due to high winds.  Had I been in the vehicle with XM I could have 
tuned to the weather and delayed my trip for a few hours. 
 
XM provides a bona fide service to the listening public with their continuous 
weather broadcasts; if the local broadcasters were doing their job there 
wouldn't be a need for this on XM.  Until the broadcasters can fill this need, 
they shouldn't be allowed to monopolize the local weather broadcasts. 
 
One other observation: KTRH - the so-called local emergency broadcast station - 
was rendered useless due to the severe lightning static crashes.  But XM would 
have been useable until the rain-fade took it out.  
 
 


